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Seasons in the life of a 
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Through the lens of the digital curation 
lifecycle
What is Digital Curation?
"Digital curation involves maintaining, 
preserving and adding value to digital 
research data throughout its lifecycle."




How do we get well formed data? 











What does that look like!?




Sample file format policy

Everything that we choose to preserve means 
that something else won't be.
How do we decide?
● Needs of users (Designated Community)
● Feasibility of preservation
● Legal and IP rights
● Criticality of data













1. Receive and accept SIP
2. Prepare the SIP for 
storage and management
3. Perform quality 
assurance activities on 
the SIP
4. Initiate format 















































ensure that sufficient description 
and representation information is 
stored with data




monitor events that might trigger 
other preservation actions
regularly check to ensure the 
integrity of the stored data and 
their description and 
representation information
ensure system and physical 
security
maintain and replace the technical 
infrastructure as necessary
develop, and administer as 
necessary, data recovery 
procedures

There is NO preservation without access.
What's required?
● Appropriate metadata to ensure data can be 
located.
● Appropriate legal permissions to ensure data 
can be (re-)used.








● Can be invoked:
○ At Ingest
○ At time of access
○ As a preservation action
● At ingest: Received formats are not always suitable for 
preservation
● At access: preservation formats are not always suitable 
to user needs. 
● As preservation: mainly associated with 'Information 
migration' preservation strategy.
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